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LINCOLN     LORE^a 


THE  "DRAPED"  BUST  OF  LINCOLN 
BY  VOLK— No.  5 


In  an  attempt  to  establish  the  correct  sequence  of  the 
Volk  busts  of  Lincoln  it  appears  that  the  draped  bust 
would  logically  follow  the  "Hermes"  and  short  busts. 

The  draped  bust  is  generally  thirty-two  inches  high, 
but  it  also  appears  in  a  thirty  inch  height,  and  plaster 
replicas  in  these  sizes  can  likely  be  purchased  today 
from  statuary  companies  for  about  $25. 

Volk,  it  is  believed,  made  companion  busts  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  and  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in  a  reduced  size 
measuring  twenty-nine  and  twenty-eight  inches  respec- 
tively, with  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  width  of 
Lincoln's  shoulders  when  compared  with  the  original 
thirty-two  inch  study.  Other  draped  busts,  made  to  scale, 
but  greatly  reduced  in  height  have  likely  been  manu- 
factured by  companies  who  have  infringed  on  Volk's 
patent. 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  has  in  its  col- 
lection of  statuary  a  draped  bust  which  might  be  con- 
sidered an  infringement  on  Volk's  patent.  It  is  thirty 
inches  high  on  a  plain  pedestal  with  greatly  reduced 
shoulders.  It  bears  no  imprint  while  the  original  thirty- 
two  inch  bust  is  inscribed  "Lincoln  from  Life  by  L.  W. 
Volk." 

LINCOLN  RODE  HORSEBACK 
IN  THE  GETTYSBURG  PROCESSION 

When  President  Lincoln  rode  horseback  in  the  pro- 
cession to  the  Gettysburg  Cemetery  on  November  19, 
1863  to  deliver  his  immortal  address,  observers  were 
quick  to  notice  his  horsemanship.  One  observer  i-ecalled 
that  he  "sat  at  first  erect  upon  his  horse,  handling  the 
reins  of  the  bridle  in  the  white  gauntlet  gloves  he  wore, 
in  such  a  stately  and  dignified  manner  as  to  make  him 
appear  as  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  which  he  was." 

Dressed  in  a  black  suit  and  high  silk  hat  with  a  crepe 
band,  he  mounted  his  "young  and  beautiful  chestnut 
horse"  in  front  of  the  David  Wills'  residence  where  he 
was  a  guest.  A  crowd  gathered  immediately  and  so 
many  people  wished  to  shake  the  President's  hand,  he 
held  a  "reception  on  horseback"  until  stopped  by  the 
marshals. 

After  a  thirty  minute  delay  the  procession  got  under- 
way. The  route  of  travel  was  only  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  long  and  the  march  was  over  in  about  fifteen 
minutes,  yet  enroute  Lincoln  slumped  forward,  "his 
arms  swinging,  his  body  limp  and  his  whole  frame  sway- 
ing from  side  to  side." 

Other  distinguished  personages,  including  Secretaries 


Seward,  Blair  and  Usher,  the  board  of  commissioners, 
foreign  ministers,  legation  secretaries,  governors  and 
their  staffs,  civic  organizations  along  with  Lamon, 
Nicolay,  Hay,  General  Fry,  Lieutenant  Cochrane  and 
certain  military  personnel,  made  up  the  procession.  Ed- 
ward Everett,  the  orator  of  the  day,  did  not  ride  in  the 
procession  as  he  arrived  thirty  minutes  late. 

Enroute,  the  horse  of  Lieut.  Cochrane  behaved  badly 
and  that  officer  spent  considerable  time  preventing  his 
"mischievous  brute"  from  "browsing"  on  the  tail  of  the 
President's  horse. 

It  was  generally  conceded  that  the  horse  furnished 
Lincoln  was  not  well  designed  for  the  duty  assigned. 
Due  to  the  President's  height,  most  people  who  viewed 
the  procession  believed  Lincoln's  horse  was  either  too 
small  or  that  Lincoln's  towering  figure  made  the  rest 
of  the  riders  appear  out  of  proportion  to  their  mounts. 

Lincoln  secured  his  horse  from  Captain  Henry  B. 
Blood,  an  assistant  quartermaster  of  volunteers. 

The  horse  was  sent  to  Lincoln  upon  his  request : 

"Capt.  Blood  furnish  one  horse  for  bearer.  Nov.  19, 
1863. 

A.  Lincoln" 

WHAT  IT  COSTS  THE  PRESIDENT 
(LINCOLN)  TO  LIVE 

"The  official  salary  of  the  President  is  fixed  by  law  at 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  or  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  his  term  of  four  years.  At  the 
beginning  of  each  term  Congress  makes  an  appropriation 
for  refurnishing  the  Executive  Mansion.  The  kitchen 
and  pantry  are  supplied  to  a  considerable  extent  by  the 
same  body.  Congress  pays  all  the  employees  about  the 
house,  from  the  private  secretary  to  the  humblest  boot- 
black; it  provides  fuel  and  lights;  keeps  up  the  stables; 
and  furnishes  a  corps  of  gardeners  and  a  garden  to 
supply  the  Presidential  board  with  fruits,  flowers,  and 
vegetables.  Besides  this,  the  President  receives  many 
presents  from  private  parties.  Many  persons  suppose 
that  these  allowances  ought  to  be  enough  to  enable  him 
to  live  comfortably.  They  are  mistaken,  however.  The 
President  is  required  by  public  opinion  to  live  in  a  style 
consistent  with  the  dignity  of  his  position  and  the  honor 
of  the  country,  and  such  a  mode  of  -Jife  imposes  upon 
him  very  heavy  expenses.  Besides  this,  he  is  expected 
to  be  liberal  and  charitable  towards  persons  and  meri- 
torious causes  seeking  his  aid,  and  'their  name  is  legion.' 
He  cannot  give  as  a  private  individual;  his  donation 
must  be  large.  The  expense  of  entertaining  the  various 
officers  of  the  Government,  members  of  Congress,  and 
Foreign  Ministers  is  enormous;  so  that,  when  all  things 
are  considered,  it  is  a  wonder  how  the  President  can 
live  decently  upon  the  small  allowance  made  him  by 
Congress,  especially  at  the  present  time  when  prices 
are  so  high,  and  the  currency  so  much  depreciated.  One 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum  would  not  be  too 
much  to  allow  him." 

John  B.  Ellis:  The  Sights  and  Secrets  of  The  National 
Capitol.  1869. 

REASONS  FOR  VOTING  FOR  LINCOLN 

Reader,  you  should  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  because 
he  is  pledged  to  administer  the  government  as  did 
Washington  and  Jefferson,  vis: — for  the  best  interests  of 
the  whole  country. 

Second. — Because  his  election  will  give  peace  and  quiet 
to  the  country,  of  which  it  is  sadly  in  need. 

Third. — Because  in  his  election  all  branches  of  in- 
dustry will  revive,  business  will  be  good  and  wages 
high. 

Fourth.— Because  a  vote  so  cast  will  reflect  credit  upon 
the  head  and  heart,  and  give  evidence  of  a  backbone 
which  will  resist  all  exertions  to  plant  Slavery  upon  soil 
now  free.  Of  him  who  so  votes  it  will  be  said  "well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servant." 

Lincoln  and  Liberty,  Tract  No.  4 

New  York,  July  11,  1860  M.  63 


Microfilm  of  the  newspaper  Western  Sun,  Vincennes, 
Indiana,  from  1807  to  1828  has  been  acquired  by  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation. 
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June  5  1933. 

210  East  Jefferson  Street 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director, 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation, 

Port  Wayne,  Indiana, 

Dear  Mr.  Warren;  — 

Kindly  pardon  me  for  not  answering  your 
letter  of  May  16th  hut  I  have  been  away. 

The  Lincoln  Bust  I  have  for  sale  is  LIFE  SIZE 
and  is  by  the  artist  Leonard  Volk.  See  attached  sheets  about  Volk. 

It  can  beeeen  at  my  home  any  time.  It  is  of 
plaster  , bronzed  and  is  quite  heavy. 

It  is  in  good  condition  with  the  exception 
of  two  scratches  of  a  minor  character  and  which  can  be 
easily  removed  • 

I  am  breaking  up  my  home  and  this  accounts 
for  my  desire  to  sell  this  beautiful  bust  although  I  dislike 
very  much  to  part  with  it. 

I  am  willing  to  take  $50.00  for  it   and 
have  it  packed  very  carefully  and  expressed  to  you — you  to  pay 
express  charges. 

This  price  is  herewith  quoted  subject  to 
prior  sale  as  I  am  answering  two  other  letters  about  it  today. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  interest. 

Yours  sin 
I'll 


Mrs  B 

210  East  Jefferson 'Street. 
OLM  Mrs  BY  B         Bloomington,  111. 


June  8,  1932 


Mrs.  h.   Y.  3cyd 

210  Erst  Jefferson  Street 

Blomdagten,  Illinois 

&y  deer  Mrs.  Boyd: 

It  Is  very  kind  of  your  indeed  to  offer  us 
the  Lincoln  bust  bat  es  we  would  not  ecr©  to  acquire 
a  duplicate  of  this  fine  work,  I  do  not  feel  we  'would 
be  in  the  market  for  one.  'fhrnk  ym,  hoover,  for 
calling  it  to  oar  f ttentijn. 

I  ara  presuming,  as  ycu   suggest,  that  it  is  a 
plester  end  not  a  bronze.  If  it  were  e  bronze  bust 
we  might  be  interested. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Ilrector 
LASsLH       Lincoln  Historical  Uesearch  Foundation 


3  • 


1609  "Q"  St., 
Bedford,  Indiana 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana 


Gentlemen: 

I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  in 
regard  to  a  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln  that  I  have  and  that 
you  might  be  interested  in.   This  bust  is  an  exact  repro- 
duction of  the  famous  model  by  L.  W.  Volk,  who,  as  you 
probably  know,  was  the  only  man  to  model  the  features  of 
Lincoln  from  life. 

This  bust  is  six  feet  high  on  the  pedestal 
and  is  carved  from  a  very  fine  grade  of  Indiana  Limestone. 
If  you  would  be  interested  in  having  a  statue  like  this  for 
your  office,  I  will  be  glad  to  have  a  representative  of 
your  company  inspect  the  work  and  will  make  you  a  very  good 
price  on  it. 

Trusting  that  I  may  hear  from  you  at  an  early 
date,  I  am, 

Very  truly  yours, 

Jesse  D.  Corbin 


August  28,  1936 


Mr.  Jesse  D.  Corbln 

1609  q  Street 
Bedford,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr.Corbins 

In  reply  to  your  letter  with  respect  to  the  Volk 
bust  in  your  possession,  some  further  information  might 
be  necessary  before  we  would  care  to  instruct  some  one 
to  view  it. 

It  appears  as  if  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
if  you  could  have  a  photograph  raade  of  it  by  soiae  one 
who  may  have  a  small  camera  as  there  are  several  designs 
of  the  Volk  bust  and  we  do  not  know  Just  which  one  you 
have  a  copy  from.  It  also  slight  be  well  to  advise  us  how 
tall  the  pedestal  is,  which  would  allow  us  to  appreciate 
laore  fully  $he  size  of  the  bust  itself. 

With  this  information  before  us  we  will  advise 
you  whether  or  not  we  car*  to  look  at  It,  if  you  will 
place  a  price  upon  it. 

Very  truly  yours 


:  Director 


I  wshr  oi 
orfir 

■ 

*   XTOT, 


:5AJ 


Bedford,  Indiana, 
September  1,  1936. 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 
Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

I  have  your  letter  of  recent  date  in  which  you 
ask  some  additional  information  in  regard  to  the  bust  of 
Lincoln  that  I  wrote  to  you  about. 

I  am  sending  you,  under  separate  cover,  a 
Photograph  of  this  work  which  will  give  you  a  good  idea 
of  it.   The  Height  of  the  bust  alone  is  2'  8",  the  total 
height  of  pedestal  and  bust  is  just  six  feet.   The  base  of 
the  pedestal  is  1'  6-3/4"  in  diameter.   The  stone  will  weigh 
approximately  500  lbs.   My  price  for  this  work  is  $175.00 
FOB  Bedford,  or  I  will  deliver  and  set  it  up  for  $200.00 


Very  truly  yours, 


September  4,  1936 


I'r.  Jesse  D.  (Sorbin 
Bedford,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr.  Corbin* 

■ave  received  a  photograph  of  the  very 
excellent  Lincoln  bast  that  you  h^ve  wde  end  as  soon 
as  the  president  of  our  Company  returns  from  his 
vacation,   I  will  take  the  matter  uap  with  him, HI though 
I  feel  quite  sure  that  he  will  he  ranch  raore  interested 
in  the  bust  alone  than  he  will  be  in  the  bust  end 
pedestal  too. 

ft  have  in  i£dnd  &  place  where  it  raight  be 
used  in  our  building  without  ft  pedestal  and  if  you  mar*  ' 
to  price  the  bust  alone,   T  might  be  wore  successful  in 

helping  you  make  &■  sale. 

Of  course,   I  do  not  know  if  .you  have  any  other 
piece  where  you  could  use  the  pedestal  but  if  you  have, 
I  wish  you  would  give  me  «  figure  on  the  bust  along. 

Very  truly  yours 


:  Director 


1609  Q,  Street 
Bedford,  Indiana 
September  8,  1336 


Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  W'a  yne  ,  Ind  iana 
Louie  A.  Warren,  Director 

Lear  Mr.  uVarren: 

In  reply  to  your  lettei  of  the  4th  in  regard 
t  o  the  price  of  the  Lincoln  bust,  will  say- 
that  I  will  crate  and  ship  the  oust  to  you 
foi  $5140.00,  with  trie  understanding  that  you 
pay  the  carriage  charge. 

I  have  no  way  of  telling  exactly  how  much 
this  oust  will  weigh,  but  I  would  say  aoout 
£50  pounds  when  crated. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Jesse  D.  Gorbin 


Septec&er  15,  1936 


&r«  Jesse  2.  CorMa 
1609  Q.  Street 
Bedford,   Indiana 

%  dear  %.  Corbint 

/  Mr.  Hall,  the  President  of  3&t  Lincoln  %tional 

I»ife  Insurance  BoogHugr,  h**  j^st  returned  frota  Ms 
summer  home  and  has  been  very  mich  interested  in  your 
bust  of  Lincoln  but  after  due  consideration  feel  we 
should  not  invest  so  nsueh  in  a  bust  just  now. 

With  your  permission,  however,  I  will  be  glad 
to  keep  the  picture  in  our  files  and  possibly  if  we  do. 
not  eventually  care  to  acquire  it  here,  we  any  be  able 
to  find  a  purchaser  tor  you.     *•  have  laany  inquires 
for  items  of  this  kind. 

Personally,   I  should  like  very  ranch  to  see 
your  bust  placed  here  as  It  looks  to  toe  as  if  It  Is  a 
very  fpteelient  piece  of  woric. 

If  you  would  like  to  have  me  return  the  picture 
X  will  do  so  ianediately  upon  your  request. 

▼ery  truly  yours 


Director 


! 

tell  <tf 

7X5* 


^       ■ 


A  no  9   ■  J-  * 


September  28,  1936 


iy,  Jesse  E.  Corbin 

1509  '-L   Street 
Bedf o  r d ,  Indiana 

%  dear  Mr .Corbin: 

We  have  your  letter  of  September  19  vrlth 
further  su^.estions  relative  to   the  bast  of  Lincoln. 

I  trust  it  will  be  possible  for  me  to  stop 
at  Bedford  some  tirae  and  see  your  'iece  of  work  ?.g 
the  picture  indicates  it  is  rather  well  done,  but 
just  at  present  we  would  not  be  in  a  position  to  take 
over  the  bust. 

Very  truly  yours 


LAWsLE  Director 


31 
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May  27,  19.19 


Mr.  Edward  H.  Silgour 
118  W.  St,  Clair  Street 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Gilgour: 

fhle  is  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
package  sent  May  26  and  containing  the  negatives 
and  a  facsimile  regarding  two  Volk  busts. 

Dr.  Sarren  is  out  of  the  city  at  present 
and  vrill  probably  not  return  to  the  office  until 
Wednesday,  May  31,  lour  letter  will  be  called 
to  his  attention  at  that  time. 


Tours  very  truly, 

Alice  Surry 

Secretary  to  Dr.  W„rren 


June  2,  1939 


Mr.  E.  B.  Gllgour 
118  W.  8t.  Clair  St. 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Msr  dear  Mr.  Gllgour; 

Thank  you  for  calling  to  our  attention  the  busts 
of  Lincoln  and  Douglas.  While  we  are  Interested  In  the 
Lincoln  "bust  I  am  not  so  sure  that  ve  would  want  the 
Douglas  as  we  have  never  acquired  ousts  of  any  other  person 
except  Lincoln. 

The  Lincoln  bust  Is  not  rare  by  any  means  although 
we  do  not  happen  to  hare  one.  Ve  have  bid  on  them  at  certain 
times  as  high  as  $25.00  to  $35*00,  In  fact  one  was  sold  at 
a  sale  In  South  Bend  Just  recently  for  $35.00. 

If  you  will  write  me  and  let  me  know  whether  or 
not  you  would  care  to  sell  your  Lincoln  alone  I  would  advise 
you  definitely  the  first  of  next  week  whether  or  not  we 
would  care  to  acquire  It  or  possibly  both  of  them. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW.Ptf  Director 

L.  A.Warren 


i 
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June  20,   1939 


"r.   S.    R.   Gilgour 

1X8  West  St.  Clair  Street 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr.  Gilgour: 

You  will  please  find  enclosed  the  picture 
and  photostat  cop;/  of  the  letter  written  with  reference 
to  the  Vol  item  as  I  do  not  think  we  would  care  to 
acquire  this. 

If  at  any  time  in  the  future  the  Lincoln  "bust 
is  made  available  we  would  be  very  g^ad.  to  hear  from 

you. 

Yours  vory  truly, 


LAW: SB  Director 

3ncs. 


■ 

■ 


December,   9th,   1939. 

Mr.   E.F.   Hall   President, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance   Co. 

Ft.  Wayne,    Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  Hall; — 

I  have  a   life   size  bust    of  Abraham  Lincoln  by 
Vogt,  which  I   am  compelled  to  sell  as    I  am  breaking  up  my 
home.   It   is   finished   in  bronze   and   would  make  a  wonderful 
thing  for  you  or  one    of  your  General  Agents    to   have   in  his 
office.   If  you  are   interested  I  would  be  glad  to  quote  you 


N"  a  very  reasonable  price. 


Yours   sincerely 

•  v    .  ' '  V 

Mrs   B.Y.    36yd 

7329  Lohmeyer  Avenue. 

St .LOUIS,  MO. 


, 


- 

:  o. 


i 
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July  17,  19**0 


Htm*   B.  T.  Boyd 
7J29  Lohu^yex-  Ave, 
St4   Louie,  Mo. 

str  dear  3jr».  Boyd: 

Several  souths  ago  you  wrote  to 
ua  with  respect  to  a  bronze  "bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
which  you  had  In  your  poafleseion.    Would  you  kindly 
advise  whether  or  not  you  have  ditrpcsed  of  this  and 
if  not,  what  price  you  are  asking  for  it. 

Very  truV  yours, 


LAST:£B  Director 


- 


:,     . 


Mr.    Louis  A.   Warren, 
Direct  or, 

Lincoln  National  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,    Indiana 


7329  Lohmeyer  Avenue 
tit.  LOU  IS,    MO. 
July  2  0th,    1940. 


Dear  Mr.  Warren: -- 

Your  letter  addressed  to  Mrs. 
3.Y.  Boyd  (  ray  uiother-in-Law  )  about  the  Lincoln 
bust  has  been  forwarded  to  her  . 

Mrs  Boyd  is  at  the  present  time 
visiting  the  Fair  in  San  Francisco.  She  will  write  you 
direct . 


to  her, 


Ths  bust  is  at  my  home  but  belongs 


Yours  sincerely, 

or sham 


OLM  JAW 


/v*tfames  A.  W 


Cc^t^, 


5-^^^- .  y         <r         „      (/      a^^l  ^^^/  S^<~~  <Wl/  ci^-l*      


,j,j\V  Po<f\ 


September  ^,  19*K> 


Mrs.  B.  T.  Board 
585  Woodland  Park 
San  Leandro,  Calif. 

Jfr  dear  Mrs.  Boydi 

Thank  you  very  much  for  replying  to 
our  request  for  further  information  about  the  statue 
or  bust  in  your  possession. 

We  have  several  of  the  Yolk  studies 
in  our  collection  and  we  were  £uite  anxious  to  get 
a  complete  set  hut  Z  do  not  feel  we  could  pay  as  much 
as  you  were  offered  by  the  theatre  company.  We  are 
not  allowed  to  make  appraisals  of  Lincoln  items  here 
in  the  foundation  but  if  you  will  give  us  the  lowest 
cash  price  for  which  you  will  dispose  of  the  bust,  we 
will  let  you  kno»  whether  or  not  we  care  to  acquire  it, 


Very  truly  yours, 


LAWjBB  Director 

L»A*lfanr« . 


/» 


I 


September  27,  19*0 


Mrs.  B.  Y.  Boyd 
335  Woodlcnd  Park 

fi^n  Lcanftro,  Calif. 

Bear  Madams 

T  do  ant  fe«l  as  if  ve  vould 
wish  to  acquire  the  bust  of  Lincoln  Just  at  the 
preaent  at  least.    Possibly  in  the  Spring  ¥hen  I 
am  in  St.  Louie  I  tUll  «top  en*  s«e^  it  if  it  has 
not  >ee»  tispoesd  of  Tbefar*  that  tin*. 

Pleas©  find  anelosed  the  slipping 
nhich  you  wished  to  ha?e  retitwied. 


Yery  truly  yours, 


IMP  Birsotor 

Inc. 


<    ■  ■■  '     M       ■  ,,. 


. 


!, 


Cuba,    Illinois 
Sept,   26,1944 

Dear  Sirs : 

Received  your  letter  asking  price  of  the  Lincoln  bust  which  I  have, 
we  have  been  looking  around  for  a  large  ©Id  home  but  as  yet  haven't  found 
just  what  we  want*     If  we  could  find  the  sort  of  old  house  we 
have  been  seeking  I  could  use  the  bust  nicely  on  a  pedestal  but  since  we 
haven't  I  guess  I  will  price  it  to  you,   I  am  asking  $  75.00  and  will 
pack  very  carefully  and  ship  Express  collect  if  you  can  use  it. 

Thanking  you  I  remain, 


If*.. 


Yours   sincerely, 


September  27,  19^ 


Krs.  S.  L.  Phillips 
Cuba,  Illinois 

Hy  dear  Mrs.  Phillips: 

I  do  not  think  we  would  oar©  to  acquire  the  bust  which 
you  have  offered  to  us  without  first  seeing  it.  Its  condition 
makes  a  whole  lot  of  difference.  The  price  is  such  that  we  would 
not  wish  to  consider  it  if  it  is  not  in  -very  excellent  state  of 
preservation. 

Posaibly  sons  day  while  in  Illinois  I  may  run  in  and 
see  the  bust. 

Yery  truly  yours, 


LAKsWM  Director 


.     .     .   < 

&  emoa 


Denver,  Colorado, 
March  29,  1949. 


Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company, 
Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Gentlemen: 

Recently  I  read  an  article  in  the  New  York  lines  that  a  Mr.  Kenry 
C.  Roberts,  proprietor  of  a  boo  :  store  at  384  Canal  Street,  New  York,  had 
discovered  a  small  plaster  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  which  he  had  presented 

to  the  Lincoln  Museum  in  v/ashington,  D.  C. 

I  have  a  small  bust  of  lincoln,  marble  or  plaster,  unable  to  determine 
which,  and  which  was  given  hiy  .other  by  my  father.  As  I  remember  it  this  was  one 
of  the  first  bucts  of  Lincoln  made  after  he  became  president.  It  is  about 
9-1/2  inches  high,  6  inches  from  shoulder  to  shoulder,  shows  Lincoln  with  beard 
and  is  in  perfect  condition. 

One  of  our  newspapers  some  time  since  published  an  account  of  the 
Lincolnia  owned  by  your  company.  I  am  wondering  if  you  can  identify  this  bust 
for  me  and  what  value  it  has.  The  newspaper  article  said  a  value  of  ^50,000 
had  been  placed  on  the  bust  found  by  Mr.  Roberts.  I  have  never  seen  another 
bust  like  the  one  I  own.  Xny   information  you  can  give  me  will  be  greatly 
anpreciated.   I  remain. 


Yours  veryftrnly 


Sidney  R.  Coilirfs 
1317  Cgden  Street 
Denver,  Colorado. 


ISarch  jl,  194-9 


Mr.  Sidney  R. Collins 
1317  Ggden  Ctreet 
Denver,  Colorado 

l$r  d«etr  MP.  Collins: 

It  would  be  very  difficult,  indeed,  tc  indentify 
the  boot  in  ytur  p  ro  were  scores  oftfa«a 

niade,  and  we  have  at  least  one  ljundred  different  buafctf  of 
Lincoln  here  in  our  Foundation. 

The  nevsj>aper  article  which  values  the  bust  in 
Hew  York  at  050,000  is  certainly  a  Joke,  as  probably  050.00 
would  be  a  saaxLui:  pric  aid  ano-fcalf  of  tl 

probably  buy  it.  l/e  1-av©  in  our  Iluseua  no:/  a  VoUc 
which  we  paid  $25,- i  .12  sure  su  the  on© 

in  Hew  York.     If  you  care  to  sand  a  picture  of  your  twst 
along,  w©  will  try  end  indentify  it  for  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 
IAWiED  Director 


THE     NEW     YORK     TIMES,     SUNDAY,    MARCH     6.     1949. 


WASHINGTON  MUSEUM 
TO  GET  LINCOLN  BUST 


A  beardless  plaster  bust  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  done  in  1860  and 
said  to  be  the  first  for  which  the 
future  President  had  ever  sat  will 
be  presented  to  the  Lincoln  Mu- 
seum in  Washington,  its  owner 
Henry  C.  Roberts,  apnounced  last 
week. 

Mr.  Roberts,  proprietor  of  the 
Roberts  Bookstore,  384  Canal 
Street,  discovered  the  bust  in  a 
Salvation  Army  storeroom  nearly 
twenty-two  years  ago  and  pur- 
chased it  for  $5.  He  estimated  its 
present  value  at  about  $50,000. 

Imprinted  on  the  bust  is  the 
name  of  the  sculptor,  Leonard 
W.  Volk  who,  according  to  his 
memoirs,  facilitated  the  work  by 
making  a  life  mask  with  which  he 
supplemented  Lincoln's  sittings. 
The  mask  is  now  in  the  Smith- 
sonian  Institution. 

General  knowledge  of  the  bust's 
historic  value  and  present  location 
was  brought  about  by  a  story  ap- 
pealing in  The  New  York  Times 
in  July,  1947.  At  that  time  Mr. 
Roberts  said  he  would  like  to  pre- 
sent the  bust  and  other  Lincolni- 
ana  he  had  collected  over  the 
years  to  a  national  institution. 

Since  then,  he  said,  he  had  re- 
ceived many  official  requests  for 
the  work  but  had  waited  until  he 
had  received  one  from  the  Govern- 
ment. Last  week  he  received  a  let- 
ter from  Frank  T.  Gartside,  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  National 
Park  Service  in  charge  of  Na- 
tional Capitol  Parks.  The  writer 
explained  his  department  would  be 
happy  to  receive  the  bust  to  be 
placed  in  the  Lincoln  Museum 
housed  in  the  Ford  Theatre,  in 
which  the   emancipator   was  shot. 

Now  I  am  happy  about  giving 
away  this  work  to  which  I  have 
become  so  attached  over  the 
years,"  Mr.  Roberts  said.  "It  is 
going  to  the  best  possible  place 
for  it  and  I  hope  it  serves  as  an 
inspiration  to  those  who  see  it." 
He  said  he  would  take  it  to  Wash- 
ington personally  in  a  week  or  two. 
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LINCOLN  MEMORIAL— This  chalk-white  statue  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  graces  the  halls  of  the  Park  Building  at  the 
University  of  Utah  as  a  tribute  to  the  achievements 
and  virtues  of  this   great  and  humble  American  president. 


VOLK  BUST  OF  LINCOLN 


©SrTCAGO  TLT.   NEWS 
FEBRUARY  11,  1930 


CHICAGO  AGAIN 
TO  HEAR  STORY 
OF  EMANCIPATOR1 


PRIZED   POSSESSION 
OF  CHICAGOAN 


U*eA 


Schools,  Clubs  and  Patri- 
otic Bodies  Arrange 
Lincoln  Fetes, 


The  Important  place  held  by  Chi- 
cago in  the  life  and  career  of  Abra- 
hax^Ljofialn  will  be  stressed  tomor- 
row in  programs  and  events  through- 
out the  city  honoring  the  one  hundred 
and  twenty-first  anniversary  of  his 
birth.  In  schools  and  clubs,  settle- 
ments and  churches,  factories  and 
i  parks,  time  will  be  taken  to  tell 
again  the  story  of  Lincoln's  log-cabin 
birth,  his  struggle  to  manhood  and 
finally  his  leadership  of  the  union 
through  the  civil  war.  Flags  will  be 
flown,  the  Gettysburgh  address  re- 
peated by  young  and  old,  and  the 
heroic  qualities  of  the  former  presi- 
dent emphasized  once  again. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and 
elaborate  celebrations  will  be  held  in 
Lincoln  park,  when  George  W.  Dixon, 
lone  of  the  newly  appointed  commis- 
jsioners  of  the  park  system,  will  pre- 
side and  will  speak  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln as  a  "personal  possession"  of 
Chicago.  He  will  tell  of  the  many 
visits  Lincoln  made  here,  of  the  city's 
enthusiastic  support  of  him  at  criti- 
cal times  and  of  his  nomination  for 
the  presidency  at  the  "wigwam,"  a 
temporary  structure  at  Lake  and 
Market  streets,  now  occupied  by  busi- 
ness. The  property  now  belongs  to 
Garrett  Biblical  institute  of  Evans- 
ton. 

Legion  to  Parade. 

Before  the  gathering  at  the  Lincoln 
monument  in  Lincoln  park  for  the 
program  at  2  o'clock,  there  will  be  a 
parade  of  the  American  Legion,  Lane 
Technical  high  school  band  and  R.  O. 
T.  C,  Lake  View  high  school  R.  O. 
T.  C.  and  drum  corps,  members  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  veterans  of  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  members  of  the  Ham- 
ilton club  and  of  the  Lincoln  Park 
Kiwanis   club. 

The  program  will  consist  of  patri- 
otic music,  laying  of  a  wreath  upon 
the  monument,  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
J.  L.  Albritton,  chaplain  of  the  G. 
A.  R.,  and  addresses  by  Mr.  Dixon, 
Royal  N.  Allen,  past  commander  of 
the  Illinois  Sons  of  Veterans,  and 
Dr.  Norman  B.  Barr  of  Olivet  insti- 
tute. 


The  original  model  of  the  bust  of 
Lincoln  by  Leonard  Wells  Volk,  noted 
American  sculptor,  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  O.  W.  Moody,  3310  Harrison 
street,  who  received  it  from  a  friend 
who  attached  no  particular  value  to 
it.  It  is  modeled  from  life  and  bears 
the  sculptor's  name  on  the  back. 
Since  he  has  had  it  Mr.  Moody  has 
had  many  offers  for  the  loan  of  it 
from  concerns  desiring  to  cast  bronzes 
from  it.  [Ideal  Studio  photo.] 


0* 
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A  six-reel  motion  picture  depicting 
many  of  the  principal  episodes  in  the 
life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  will  be 
shown  tomorrow  morning  at  the 
Field  museum  of  Natural  History  in 
Grant  park.  The  entertainment  will 
be  given  in  the  James  Simpson  thea- 
ter of  the  museum,  with  two  per- 
formances, one  at  10  a.  m.  and  the 
other  at  li.  Children  from  Chicago 
and  suburbs  are  invited,  admission 
being  free. 

Schools  to  Celebrate. 

The  annual  Lincoln's  birthday  cele- 
bration for  the  high  schools  of  Chi- 
cago and  Cook  county  will  be  held  at 
10  a.  m.  tomorrow  at  the  Auditorium 
theater,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
public  affairs  committee  of  the  Union 
League  club.  Winners  in  earlier  con- 
tests will  be  decided  at  this  meeting. 

The  four  sectional  contestants  in 
the  public  speaking  finals  are  Lester 
Richmond  of  the  Tuley  high  school; 
William  Sener  of  Lindblom  high 
school;  Nicholas  Wolf  of  the  Hoyne 
continuation  school,  and  Henry  W. 
Dyer  of  the  Thornton  high  school. 
The  winner  will  be  given  a  trip  to 
Springfield,  111.,  to  visit  Lincoln's  old 
home,  his  tomb  and  other  historical 
spots  associated  with  his  career. 

In  the  Lincoln  poster  contest 
three  prizes  are  to  be  awarded:  An 
Art  institute  scholarship,  a  scholar- 
ship in  the  American  Academy  of  Art 


and  one  In  the  National  Academy  of 
Art.  An  American  flag  will  be  given 
to  the  Austin  high  school,  attended 
by  Miss  Alice  Clark,  ode-contest  win- 
ner. 

Replica  of  Log   Cabin. 

A  reproduction  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's log  cabin  home  housed  the 
speakers  at  the  meeting  of  the  Chi- 
cago Rotary  club  at  the  Hotel  Sher- 
man today  noon.  The  program  in- 
cluded an  address  by  Fred  Landis  of 
Logansport,  Ind.,  a  breather  of  Judge 
Landis,  and  one  by  Count  Michael 
Karolyi,  former  president  of  Hungary. 

Judge  Henry  Horner,  who  has  one 
of  the  finest  private  collections  ;>f 
Lincolniana  in  Chicago,  will  address 
the  Chicago  Historical  society  tomor- 
row evening  at  8  o'clock  on  the  "Uni- 
versality of  Lincoln."  Open  house 
will  be  kept  by  the  historical  society 
all  day  tomorrow,  and  for  the  occa- 
sion a  special  group  of  Lincoln  manu- 
scripts and  material  has  been  placed 
on  exhibition.  The  Lincoln  room, 
containing  the  bed  on  which  he  died, 
furniture  from  his  home  in  Spring- 
field, his  hat,  coat  and  umbrella  and 
many  other  articles  pertaining  to  the 
war  president  will  be  shown.  Ad- 
mission is  free  to  the  public. 

The  Cook  County  Council  of  Lions 
Clubs  has  arranged  a  special  pro- 
gram for  dinner  this  evening  at  the 
Stevens  building  restaurant,  17  North 
State  street,  when  Dr.  J.  B.  Cigrand, 
author  and  lecturer,  will  give  an  ad- 
dress on  "Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
Leader."  Mrs.  Eleanor  Gridley,  86. 
president  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Log 
Cabin  association,  was  scheduled  to 
address  the  Central  Lions  club  at  the 
Midland  club  at  noon  today. 

A  meeting  to  promote  inter-racial 
good  will  will  be  held  tomorrow  at  the 
Chicago  Woman's  club,  72  East  llto 
street,  attended  by  student  and  teach- 
er representatives  of  the  high  schools 
of  the  city.  Clergy  and  educators  will 
give  addresses.  Dean  Shailer  Mathews 
will  give  an  address  on  "Lincoln,  a 
Symbol  of  Good  Will  to  Men." 


PRIZED   POSSESSION 
OF  GHICAGOAN 


The  original  model  of  the  bast  of 
Lincoln  by  Leonard  Wells  Volk,  noted 
American  sculptor,  is  in  the  poss 
sion  of  O.  W.  Moody,  3310  Harrison 
street,  who  received  it  from  a  friend 
who  attached  no  particular  value  to 
it.  It  is  modeled,  from  life  and  bears 
the  sculptor's  name  on  the  back 
Since  he  has  had  it  Mr.  Moody  has 
4  had  many  offers  for  the  loan  of  it 
from  concerns  desiring  to  cast  bronzes 
from  it.  [Ideal  Studio  photo.] 
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AT  LINCOLN  SCHOOL  Eddie 
Jordan  has  the  pleasant  duty  of 
caring  for  the  bust  statue  of  his 
hero,  Abraham  Lincoln. 

— Star  phoro 
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name  indicates  its  characte 


The  LincolnNational  Life  Insurance  Company 

FortWayne  Indiana  No.FP 

T)r.       S.   0.   "farwick 


119  tt.   High   St. 


Elkhart-.    Indiana- 


ENTERED 


ytvM  xx  ^^  jL^  a^  ~x^j-  y  4^cU     'U  c 


Re_ 


6  ■  v. 


february  27,  1933 


Br.   S.  0.  Barwick 

119  W.  High  St. 
Elkhart,   Indiana 

Hy  dear  Dr.  Berwick! 

Although  we  have  a  bronze  bust  of  Lincoln  by 
Volk,  if  yours  is  a  plaster  cast  we  aright  he  interested 
in  it  if  you  will  he  willing  to  set  a  price  upon  it. 

The  enclosed  circular  w*ll  suggest  to  you 
why  it  it  impossible  for  ui  to  appraise  the  value  of 
any  Lincoln  item. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Director 
liWs^B  Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 

Enc.     1 


Telephone  273  Room  7  Beardsley  Bldg.  Res.  Phone  Sub.  J  23 

W.  P.  BARWICK 

ling,  Refinishing  &  Waxing 
Contractor 

Nes_Floors,  Old  Floors,  Homes,  Dance  Floors,  Gymnasiums 

ELKHART,  INDIANA 
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March  7#  1933 


ftp.  S.  0.  Barwlck; 
2309  BeOarap  ifre. 
nishart,  Indiana 

¥j  dear  Or.  Berwick* 

■Thank  you  very  much  for  your  Tvll  description 
of  the  Yolk  bust  and  »',i1e  just  at  present  we  are  not  in 
a  posit"  on  to  Mkk«  any  purchases,   of  any  'rind,  es  soon 
at  the  financial  situation  clears  tip  we  w*!1    possibly 
give  your  item  wore  cons! deration.     In  the  meantime  it 
way  be  I  will  haw©  an  opportunity  to  stop  off  at  Hkhart 
to  se^  it, 

?*ry  sincerely  you:-s, 


Lv,:  3 


Director 
Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 


March  20,  1933 


Dr.  S.  0.  Barwick 
PTOZ  DeCamp  Vvenue 
Elkhart,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Barwickt 

I  will  be  in  Elkhart  on  Ihursday,  March  ?Z, 
and,  if  opportunity  offers,  will  be  glad  to  stop 
and  see  the  Volk  bust  of  Lincoln  which  you  have  for 
sale. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 


ci  rector 
LA  fU  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


c 


June  8,  1933 


Dr.   S.  o.  Berwick 
EDchert,  Indiene 

Deer  Dr.  Bferr. ' 

?hank  you  for  sg©in  calling  onar  attention  to 
the.   J-  '  *st . 

I  expect  lc  ettgfid  eo  Bastion  In  Chicago  next 
a»d  if  ?re  do  not  spend  rll  of  cur  gffpjroprtatloa 
en  Lincoln  booia  u,-  there,  there  Is  a  possibility  we 

might  be  interested  In  ccquiriiv:  yew  bust. 

Very  sincerely  y  nrs. 


director 

LA^tLH  Lincoln  Historical  Eeseerch  Founds tion 
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June  17,  1 


!Nr.    S.   0.   Barwick 
'903  T'eGanro  Avenue 
/•lkhart,  Indiana 

Lear  *>r.   Barwickt 

>to  ara  about  to  order  one  of  the  Yolk  bust  s 
from  the  Chic.tfo  Statuary  Coi^any,  I  am  jtwt  writing 
this  note  to  Inquire  whether  or  not  you  havo  disposed 
of  yovrz. 

I  find  we  can    ;et       bust  similar  to  your 5,    thirty- 
two  inches  hi^i  for  $20,00.     '.'ill  you  kindly  let  us 
know  whether  or  not  you  have  disposed  of  yo*  trs. 

Yours  very  truly. 


LA'  ^  T5ire^  tor 


UH 
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BUSTS  OF  LINCOLN  BY  VOLK  CREATED  IN  1860 


The  substance  of  Lincoln  feature  articles  which  ap- 
pear in  the  daily  press  is  usually  reflected  in  the 
contents  of  the  correspondence  which  comes  to  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation.  Any  item  which 
calls  attention  to  some  supposed  Lincoln  rarity,  with  a 
monetary  value  estimated  at  a  considerable  sum,  is 
bound  to  result  in  treasure  hunts  in  dusty  attics  for 
similar  pieces. 

The  New  York  Times  for  March  6,  1949  called  at- 
tention to  a  Volk  bust  of  Lincoln  valued  by  the  owner 
at  $50,000.  This  exceedingly  high  appraisal  is  incentive 
enough  to  bring  out  of  hiding  for  observation  and 
valuation,  scores  of  discarded  pieces  of  old  statuary 
made  by  the  famous  artist  Volk,  and  busts  of  Lincoln 
made  by  any  other  sculptor  as  well.  Inquiries  are 
already  reaching  the  Foundation  about  the  valuation 
of  Lincoln  statuary  and  a  letter  now  before  the  editor 
of  Lincoln  Lore  states,  "I  believe  I  have  a  duplicate  of 
this  bust,  insured  for  $50,000  by  its  owner.  ...  I  am 
taking  the  liberty  of  writing  you  for  any  advice  as  to 
whom  to  contact  for  selling  same?" 

Just  what  evidence  was  used  by  the  owner  of  the 
bust  mentioned  in  the  Times  to  arrive  at  the  valuation 
of  $50,000  is  problematical  inasmuch  as  he  admitted 
that  he  had  paid  but  $5.00  for  it  originally.  The  bust  is 
described  as  "a  beardless  plaster  bust  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln done  in  1860.  .  .  .  Imprinted  on  the  bust  is  the  name 
of  the  sculptor  Leonard  W.  Volk." 

A  statuary  company  in  Boston  advertised  in  1909 
replicas  of  the  Volk  smooth  face  Lincoln,  14  inches  high 
at  $2.00.  A  Chicago  firm  more  than  twenty  years  ago 
offered  one  24  inches  high  for  $6.50.  It  is  difficult  to 
visualize  a  plaster  bust  of  Lincoln  by  Volk  in  any  design 
now  bringing  over  $50,  to  say  nothing  of  $50,000. 

A  story  of  the  evolution  of  Volk's  works  on  Lincoln, 
from  the  original  life  mask  made  in  1860  to  the  variant 
studies  of  the  full-length  figures  and  contemporary 
replicas,  would  "fill  a  book."  Even  confining  the  data  to 
a  compilation  of  the  many  different  models  would  take 
more  space  than  this  bulletin  allows.  Just  a  brief  identi- 
fication of  nude  beardless  busts  made  as  early  as  1860 
will  be  attempted. 

Heroic  Size  Nude  Bust 
Volk's  application  for  a  patent  on  the  life  size  nude 
bust  originating  with  the  mask,  reached  Washington  on 
May  17,  1860,  the  day  before  Lincoln  was  nominated  for 
the  presidency.  The  application  was  accompanied  by  a 
picture  of  the  bust  which  picture  was  signed  by  Volk 
and  witnessed  by  Hiram  Joy  and  John  Vanannan.  The 
application  was  numbered  1250  and  captioned  "Leonard 
W.  Volk  Design  for  a  Bust  of  A.  Lincoln."  Attached  to 
the  picture  was  a  statement  entitled  "Specification  form- 
ing part  of  Design  No.  1250,  dated  June  12,  1860,"  the 
day  on  which  the  patent  was  issued.  The  statement 
follows : 

"To  all  whom  it  may  concern: 

"Be  it  known  that  I,  Leonard  W.  Volk,  of  the  city 
of  Chicago,  in  the  county  of  Cook  and  State  of  Illinois, 
have  made  or  produced  a  new  and  original  Design  in 
Round  Relief  of  a  Bust  Repx-esenting  Hon.  Abraham 
Lincoln,  of  Illinois;  and  I  do  hereby  declare  that  the 
following  is  a  full  and  exact  description  of  the  same. 

"A  'Hermes'  bust,  viz.,  head,  shoulders,  and  breast  cut 
off  below  the  pectoral  muscles  and  without  drapery  or 
covering  of  any  kind,  the  head  slightly  elevated  and 
turned  to  the  right. 


"What  I  claim  as  my  production,  and  desire  to  secure 
by  Letters  Patent,  is — 

"The  design  for  a  bust  as  above  described,  and  repre- 
sented in  the  accompanying  print. 

LEONARD  W.  VOLK. 
Witnesses : 

Isaac  D.  Arnold, 

E.  B.  McCagg." 

The  photograph  of  the  bust  which  was  made  a  part 
of  the  description  of  the  patent  issued,  definitely  places 
the  completion  of  this  bust  several  days  before  the 
application  was  received  in  Washington  on  May  17, 
1860.  The  picture  reveals  that  a  card  had  been  attached 
to  the  right  side  of  the  bust  for  photographic  purposes 
bearing  this  inscription  "L.  W.  Volk,  Sc.  1860."  Whether 
or  not  the  bust  was  actually  inscribed  at  this  time  is 
problematical.  Obviously  it  could  not  have  carried  the 
patent  date  which  was  not  known  until  the  patent  was 
granted  nearly  two  months  later. 

This  heroic  nude  bust  measured  15  inches  from  the 
base  of  the  bust  to  the  point  of  the  chin  and  10  inches 
from  the  chin  to  the  top  of  the  head  or  25  inches  overall. 
After  the  patent  was  granted  the  date  "Patented  June 
12,  1860"  was  imprinted  on  the  right  side  of  the  bust 
and  the  inscription  "L.  W.  Volk,  Sculptor,  1860"  was 
inscribed  on  the  left  side.  This  is  the  same  design  that 
was  placed  in  a  niche  in  the  church  at  Hingham,  Eng- 
land and  dedicated  on  October  15,  1919. 

Cabinet  Size  Nude  Bust 
The  second  stage  of  the  nude  Volk  Bust  was  a  cabinet 
size  replica  study.  Apparently  one  of  the  earliest,  if 
not  the  first  one,  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Mr.  Volk  was  in  Springfield,  Illinois  the  day  the  Presi- 
dent was  nominated  on  May  18,  1860,  and  recorded  this 
incident  about  his  visit  to  the  Lincoln  home  on  that  day: 
"I  gave  her  (Mrs.  Lincoln)  a  cabinet-size  bust  of  her 
husband  which  I  had  moulded  from  the  large  one."  This 
statement  while  giving  primacy  to  the  heroic  copy  does 
indicate  that  this  cabinet  size  bust  also  preceded  the 
patent.  This  smaller  bust,  of  course,  would  also  be  lack- 
ing a  patent  date.  Members  of  the  Lincoln  family  are 
not  informed  as  to  what  became  of  this  presentation 
copy.  Mr.  Wilfred  Thomas  now  has  in  his  possession  a 
copy  of  the  cabinet  size  nude  bust  which  he  exhibited  at 
the  New  York  State  Library  at  Albany  in  1947.  This  bust 
however  has  the  patent  date  inscribed  upon  it  which 
would  place  it  later  than  June  14,  1860. 

Composite  Busts 

Leonard  Volk's  patent  had  not  been  issued  a  month 
before  he  discovered  that  it  was  being  infringed  upon 
by  a  vendor  who  was  selling  busts  made  by  Volk's  Lin- 
coln head  imposed  on  the  shoulders  and  chest  of  Henry 
Clay.  Volk  immediately  followed  the  vendor  to  his  shop 
and  with  a  mallet  not  only  broke  the  newly  made  busts 
in  stock  but  also  the  mold  that  was  being  used.  Volk  was 
brought  before  a  magistrate  and  fined  six  and  one- 
quarter  cents  for  the  use  of  the  mallet.  The  Boston 
Morning  Journal  for  July  4,  1861  printed  a  detailed  story 
of  the  incident  copied  from  the  Crayon.  How  many  of 
these  composite  busts  were  distributed  before  Mr.  Volk 
began  using  the  mallet  is  not  known. 

Later  copies  of  the  nude  busts  of  1860  were  cut  in 
marble  and  cast  in  bronze,  but  these  later  studies  can  in 
no  way  be  confused  with  the  plaster  copy  recently  dis- 
covered in  New  York  on  which  a  fabulous  appraisal  has 
been  placed. 
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United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 


REPLY  REFER  TO:        D621J? 


NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

SALEM  MARITIME  NATIONAL  HISTORIC  SITE 
P.O.  Box  8U7,  Salem,  Mass.  01970 

October  lii,  1971 


Dr.  Gerald  McMurty,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
1301  S.  Harrison 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurty: 

Mr.  Maury  A.  Bromsen  of  Boston  has  been  soing  some  research 
on  Volk  portrait-busts  of  Lincoln  and  has  advised  us  that 
we  should  inform  you  that  we  have  one.  Our  plaster  bust  of 
Lincoln  measures  25"  tall  and  the  widest  point  at  the 
shoulders  is  19".  The  color  is  off-white. 


is  "L.  W.  Volk   Sculptor   i860' 
"PATENT   June  12,  i860". 


and  on  the  right  side  is 


We  have  no  background  information  on  our  bust  other  than 
that  it  was  found  in  the  Custom  House  when  the  building  was 
transferred  from  the  Customs  Service  to  the  National  Park 
Service  in  1937. 


Sincerely  yours, 

Genevieve  R.K.  Riley 
Acting  Park  Manager 


GRKR/plt 


October  13,  1971 


Genevieve  R.  K.  Riley 

Salem  Maritime  National  Historic  Site 

P.  0.  3&x  317 

Sal  en,  "lass.       01970 

r>Gar  Miss  Riley: 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter  of  October  14th, 
informing  us  that  the  Salem  Maritime  National 
Historical  Site  at  Salem,  Mass,  has  a  Volk 
draped  bust  o*  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Me  ere  pleased  to  have  this  information  ^or  our 
files. 


Yours  truly 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
RGM/nlc 


. 


Sunday,  October  21,  1973 


Sa*fA*u**&'*L)  Yi£**3. 


Martin  decided  to  give  Mudd  the  bust  in 
honor  of  his  "tireless  efforts  to  clear  his 
grandfather's  name." 

Mudd,  a  retired  physician,  has  worked 
since  he  was  a  teenager  to  have  Dr 
Samuel  Mudd  cleared  of  any  criminal 
charges  in  the  Lincoln  assassination. 

Following  the  assassination,  Samuel 
Mudd  treated  Booth  for  a  broken  leg  He 
was  convicted  of  being  an  accomplice  and 
imprisoned.  He  later  was  pardoned  for  his 
work  in  stopping  a  yellow  fever  epidemic 
at  his  prison,  but  his  name  never  was 
completely  cleared. 

Mudd  hopes  eventually  to  contribute  the 
i  bust  and  the  rest  of  his  collection  to  a 
Maryland  museum,  proposed  for  his 
grandfather's  home. 

Mudd  also  continues  his  work  to  clear  his 
grandfather's  name  legally.  Michigan  and 

Si  ?m  t8iSlat°tS  have  exonerated 
Samuel  Mudd  and  the  doctor  is  working 
with  Sen.  Phillip  A.  Hart,  D-Mich   ^o 
exonerate  his  grandfather  in  the  U  S 
Congress. 


Martin  (left),  Mudd  View  Bust 

Dr.  Mudd  Acquires 
Rare  Lincoln  Bust 


A  rare  and  valuable  bust  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  has  been  added  to  the  collection  of . 
Dr.  Richard  D.  Mudd,  1001  Hoyt. 

Mudd  has  a  wide-ranging  collection  of 
historical  memorabilia  collected  during 
the  50  years  he  has  fought  for  the  vindica- 
tion of  his  grandfather  Dr.  Samuel  Mudd, 
the  Maryland  physician  who  treated  John 
Wilkes  Booth  after  he  assassinated  Lin- 
coln. 

The  bust  of  Lincoln  is  a  gift  to  Mudd 
from  Dennis  Martin,  2309  State,  a  nurse  at 
Saginaw  Community  Hospital  and  a 
collector  of  historical  objects,  especially 
from  the  19th  century. 

According  to  an  investigation  commis- 
sioned by  Martin,  the  bust  is  by  Leonard 
Wells  Volk  (1828-95),  the  first  sculptor 
Lincoln  posed  for. 

Volk  met  Lincoln  while  he  was  an  Illinois 
attorney,  and  persuaded  him  to  sit  for  the 
bust  while  the  president-to-be  was  visiting 
Connecticut  on  legal  business. 

The  face  of  the  bust  was  made  from  a 
plaster;  applied  to  Lincoln's  face.  Remov- 
ing the  mask  pulled  some  of  Lincoln's 
whiskers,  which  he  took  in  good  humor  but 
later  said  was  extremely  painful. 


voik  appnea  lor  a  patent  on  tne  oust  in 
May,  1860,  just  before  Lincoln  was 
nominated  for  president.  He  received  the 
patent  the  next  month. 

The  patent  was  infringed  almost 
immediately,  when  a  vendor  issued  busts 
with  the  same  face  but  another  body 
Later  commercial  companies  imitated  the 
bust. 

Some  of  the  bogus  busts  still  circulating 
and  are  mistaken  for  the  genuine  Volk 
busts. 

It  is  not  known  how  many  busts  were 
•maae,  out  tne  aumenuc  ousts  are 
extremely  valuable. 

Mudd  called  the  bust  a  priceless  addition 
to  his  collection. 

He  originally  .offered  to  buy  it  from 
Martin,  after  seeing  it  on  display  at  the 
Saginaw  Historical  Society  Museum. 

Martin  obtained  the  bust  from  the  late 
Miss  Jacquelyn  Willis  of  Sandusky,  who 
had  a  large  collection  of  Civil  War  objects. 

He  had  lent  it  for  several  years  to  the 
historical  society.  L 


■■&\. 


Auctioneer  Douglas  Bilodeau  with  the 
"Lincoln  from  Life"  bust  by  L.W.  Volk. 
The  rare  piece  sold  to  a  European  dealer 
for  |4,400. 


Lilacoln  Bust  Attracts  Attention 
at  t)ouglas  Auctioneers 


iu, ?os    —  A  32  inch  plaster 
%W -interest  at  Dougto 

casting-  n  o  u  « 1  a  ~ 

bSmSmss 

to    a    European    client    for 

Sous  prevenance,  and  >t 

^ll'^ut  depicting  *e 
nagsTthe  world  was  among 
McCarthy"  desk  brought 
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